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Sources of data during the course 

of an emergency 



Dataset  Mandatory Data Characteristics  

Humanitarian Profile  
(disaggregated by admin level and populated 

place)  

-Internally Displaced 

-Non-displaced affected 

-Host family/resident community affected 

-Refugee 

-Dead 

-Injured 

-Missing  

Population Statistics  

-Total population by admin level (Individuals) 

-Total population by admin level (Number of Households) –- 

- Age 

-Sex 

-Average family size by admin level 

-Unique identifier  

Administrative Boundaries  
(Geographic)  

admin level 1, 2, 3, 4 

-Unique identifier (P-Code) 

-Name  

Populated Places  
(Geographic)  

-Unique identifier (P-Code)  

-Names  

-Size classification  

-Population statistics  

-Status if capital of administrative division  

-Type (Village, spontaneous settlement, collective center, 

planned settlement)  

Transportation Network (Geographic)  

-Roads (Classified by size)  

-Railways  

-Airports/helipads  

-Seaports  

Hydrology  
(Geographic)  

-Rivers (Classified by size)  

-Water bodies  

Hypsography  
(Geographic)  

-Elevation 

 -Resolution  

Common Operational Datasets  

Common operational 

datasets are predictable, 

core sets of data needed to 

support operations and 

decision-making for all 

actors in a humanitarian 

response. 

 

 

 

Don’t forget the FODs! 



OCHA’s COD Registry 

http://cod.humanitarianresponse.info/ 



Baseline/historical data on Hazards 



GAR – Global Assessment Report 

Global Risk Data Platform 
http://www.preventionweb.net/english/hyogo/gar/2011/en/what/rdp.html 

• Cyclones 
• Drought 
• Earthquakes 
• Fires 
• Floods 
• Landslides 
• Tsunamis 
• Volcanoes 
• Multi-hazard 

Maps and DATA 



There are many other great sources of 

information on hazard mapping 

Using Historical data 

i.e. Historical Rainfall data (WORLDCLIM) 

and Historical Storm tracks (UNISYS) 



Doesn’t have to be a map 



What about Vulnerability? 

Conflict 

 

 

Poverty 

 

 

Displacement 

 

 

Heidelberg Institute for 

International Conflict 

Research 

World Bank 

IDMC and UNHCR 



Global Hazards Atlas 

Atlas for visualizing hazards 

Metadata catalog 

Alert system 

www.pdc.org 



Is primarily a disaster alert system.   

 

Notifies user of disaster according to user-defined criteria. 

 

Assigns magnitude to events based on magnitude of the 

event and baseline data (population, resilience to natural 

disasters, proximity of key infrastructure, etc.) 

 

Pulls information and maps from other sources. 

 

www.gdacs.org 



The world’s 

largest 

repository for 

humanitarian 

information.  

 
•Situation reports 

•Maps 

•Press releases 

•Funding 

•Vacancies 

 

www.reliefweb.int 

  



Thank you for your attention! 
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